LODDON 


RURAL 


DISTRICT 


COUNCIL. 


OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR 

19  5  1 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  which 
has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  and  along  the  lines  of  my  report  for  1 950 c 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  District  are  given  in  the 
conclusion  to  the  report,  together  with  certain  other  tables  of 
interest.  Items  which  warrant  individual  comment  are  dealt  with 
below. 


Staff  and  Administrative  Arrangements 

I  regret  that  clerical  assistance  has  not  yet  materialised 
in  the  County  Council  area  office,  from  which  I  supervise  the  work  of 
Area  No. 5,  The  work  is  considerable  and  is,  at  present,  being 
carried  out  by  my  County  staff,  often  out  of  office  hours  and  with 
neither  official  not  financial  recognition.  One  of  the  factors  which 
led  to  the  establishment  of  health  areas  was  the  appreciation  that 
the  divisions  of  responsibility  for  health  matters,  such  as  exist 
between  County  Councils  and  District  Councils,  are  artificial,  and 
I  trust  that  my  Councils  realise  that  the  full  benefit  of  my  joint 
position  can  only  be  forthcoming  if  as  much  routine  work  as  possible 
is  centralised  in  one  office  and  adequate  clerical  assistance  is 
forthcoming  there. 

The  Area  Office  was  transferred  in  November  from  Long 
Stratton  to  new  quarters  in  Norwich, 

General  Remarks 

The  changes  in  social  and  economic  conditions  during  the 
last  few  years  have  been  so  rapid  and  far  reaching  that  it  is 
difficult  to  comprehend  their  significance.  It  is  perhaps  suprising 
to  find  that  in  spite  of  the  unprecedented  difficulties  of  the  times 
in  which  we  live,  progress  has  been  made  in  a  wide  variety  of  fields 
which  effect  the  social  well-being  of  the  people.  Many  of  these  are 
not  my  official  concern,  but  I  would  point  out  that  every  index  by 
which  we.  are  accustomed  to  judge  public  health,  such  as  infant 
mortality  rates  and  death  rates,  have  shovm  steady  improvement c  The 
immediate  reasons  for  this  are  many  and  complex  but  generally  speaking 
the  main  underlying  factor  has  been  an  accelerated  awakening  of  social 
conscience  which  had  its  fitful  beginnings  in  the  last  century. 

It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  the  demand  for  better 
conditions  of  life  -  better  housing,  more  of  those  legion  of 
amenities  such  as  washing  machines,  that  modern  science  can  provide 
to  make  life  less  burdensome,  should  come  at  a  time  when  it  is  so 
difficult  to  find  ways  and  means  to  bring  them  within  the  reach  of  all. 
With  such  carrots  before  the  donkeys’  noses,  it  is  understandable 
that  one  can  sense  frustration  affecting  both  those  who  have  found 
new  horizens  which  they  are  unable  to  reach  and  those  who  are  hard 
put  to  it  to  maintain  those  standards  they  once  took  for  granted. 

The  measure  of  the  change  in  your  own  area  is  that  the 
clamant  demand  for  houses  continues  even  though  the  population  has 
remained  relatively  static,  in  spite  of  the  number  of  new  houses 
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G-eneral  Remarks  (Continued) 

constructed.  As  there  was  no  loss  from  war  damage  the  more 
probable  explanation  is  that  the  mass  of  the  people  are  demanding 
a  higher  standard  of  living  than  heretofore 

Population.  Births  and  Deaths. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  your  population  as 
12,660,  a  reduction  of  130  on  last  year’s  figures  (Table  l) 

Census  1931  -  11,822 
Census  1951  -  12,573 

Live  births  numbered  192  (Table  2)  and  deaths  166 
(Table  4)  -  a  natural  increase  of  26.  There  thus  appears  to 
have  been  some  movement  out  of  your  area  during  the  year. 

There  were  7  still  births  compared  with  4  last  year 

(Table  3) 

Five  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  one  year.  The 
cause  of  four  of  these  is  classified  under  the  heading  "other 
infectious  and  ill-defined  diseases" 

The  rates  derived  from  such  small  numbers  hardly  justify 
any  deductions  being  made  but  it  will  be  noted  that  the  infant 
mortality  rate  in  your  district  was  26.0  which  compared  with  27.5 
for  area  No. 5  and  29.6  for  England  and  Wales.  Cancer  accounted 
for  25  of  the  deaths  i„e015/£  of  the  total. 

Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

(Tables  11  and  12)  Forty-five  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  notified  during  the  year,  23  of  the  them  in  respect  of  Whoopin 
Cough.  There  were  no  deaths.  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  a 
result  of  a  careful  trial  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Research  Council 
during  the  year  has  shown  that  immunisation  gives  considerable 
protection  against  this  disease.  Fewer  cases  occur  and  those  which 
do  are  milder.  At  present,  however,  it  is  not  as  effective  as 
that  against  diphtheria.  Pending  other  arrangements  protection 
is  available  to  all  children  through  their  family  doctors.  It  is 
during  the  first  year  of  life  that  complications  with  permanent 
sequalae  are  most  likely  to  occur  in  this  disease  and  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  secure  the  innoculation  of  children  as  soon  as 
possible  after  six  months  of  age. 

Tuberculosis 


Eleven  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  n-'  tified,  ten  of 
them  pulmonary.  During  the  year  a  thorough  overhaul  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  was  undertaken  and  the  total  now  remaining 
on  the  Register  is  47. (Table  14) 

Immunization  against  Diphtheria  (Table  16) 

The  position  for  Area  No, 5  is  not  unsatisfactory 9  in 
that  83 %  of  school  children  have  been  immunized.  The  corresponding 
figure  for  pre-school  children  however  is  46%  and  I  could  wish  this 
to  be  higher. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  (Table  17) 

It  will  be  seen  that  approximately  44 *3%  of  children 
in  your  area  have  been  vaccinated  during  the  first  year  of  life. 
This  is  somewhat  less  than  the  figure  for  Area  5  as  a  whole  but 
compares  favourably  with  the  National  figures. 
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Brucella  Abortus 


Brucella  Abortus  organisms  were  recovered  from 
bulk  milk  samples  in  one  case  during  the  year,  I  indicated  in 
my  last  report  that  the  position  regarding  this  matter  was  somewhat 
unsatisfactory  and  the  question  is  being  kept  under  review. 

Dental  State  of  Children 


There  has  been  virtually  no  improvement  in  the  dental 
services  available  to  school  children  in  the  year  and  I  can  but  draw 
attention  to  the  remarks  I  made  on  this  subject  in  my  last  report. 

Housing 


During  the  year  the  Council  completed  46  permament 


houses.  Figures  for 

each 

of  the 

post 

war 

years 

are  as 

follows : 

Permanent 

1946 

1947 

30 

1948 

82 

1949 

Wig 

1950 

75 

1951 

46 

Total 

297 

Prefabricated 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

- 

30 

Converted  Hutments 

6 

8 

9 

39 

— 

— 

72 

Total  _  599 

Pre-war  houses  total  26?  The  Council  thus  own 
661  dwellings  -  i.e,  some  1 6%  of  those  in  the  District,  I 
congratulated  the  Council  in  my  last  report  on  the  success  with 
which  it  had  furthered  its  new  housing  scheme  and  I  would  again  pay 
tribute  to  its  efforts  in  this  direction. 


As  in  other  areas ,  however,  the  position  regarding  other 
property  gives  cause  for  concern  and  I  referred  in  my  last  report 
to  the  aggravating  effect  of  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts  in  their 
present  form  on  the  position. 


The  number  of  category  5  houses  is  approximately  175  and 
I  would,  emphasise  that  in  the  opinion  of  your  officers  these 
properties  have  outlived  their  properly  useful  life.  Taking  for 
calculation  purposes  the  useful  life  of  a  house  as  being  100  years, 
approximately  40  properties  become  unfit  annually. Eight  demolition 
orders  were  made  in  1951  and  the  rate  at  which  demolitions  have  been 
carried  out  previously  is  shown  in  the  table  below,  from  which  it 
is  apparent  that  the  number  of  unfit  houses  must  steadily  be 'mounting* 


Demolition  Clearance  Undertakings  Closing 

Orders 


Pre-war 

period 

1931 

4 

1935 

4 

- 

— 

— 

1937 

52 

19 

7 

— 

1938 

10 

— 

28 

— 

1939 

13 

— 

8 

1 

TOTAL 

83 

19 

43 

1 

Post-war 

period 

1950 

2 

9 

1951 

8 

— 

8 

— 

TOTAL 

10 

— 

17 

- 

Dangerous 

Structures 


1 


GRAND  TOTAL  _ 

Yearly  Average 

Pre-war 
(3  years) 
Post-war 


91 


25 


19  60 


6.3  14o3 


8.5 
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Housing  (Continued) 
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I  would  ask  the  Council  to  consider  carefully  the 
implication  of  these  figures  and  the  practical  inroads  which  could 
he  made  into  the  problem,, 

On  3lsto  December,  1951  there  were  211  "live"  housing 
applications  -  a  reduction  of  74  on  the  previous  year's  figure  of 
285. 


A  point  of  importance  is  that  only  a  small  proportion 
of  persons  living  in  Category  5  dwellings  are  applicants  for 
Council  Houses.  I  do  not  know  how  far  this  is  due  to  the 
relatively  high  costs,  or  to  the  fact  that  those  concerned  are 
content  to  remain  in  their  present  accommodation,,  Little  precise 
information  is  available  on  this  subject. 

If  there  are  any  who  are  in  need  of  re-housing  in  the 
interests  of  public  health  -(and  I  may  point  out  that  this  term 
now  connotes  more  than  the  mere  absence  of  physical  disease)  it 
is  within  my  province  to  point  out  that  there  are  families 
occupying  Council  Houses  whose  overall  incomes  are  such  as  to  make 
a  state  subsidy,  central  or  local,  unnecessary. 

Under  the  Housing  Act  1949?  local  authorities  were  enabled 
to  build  for  all  classes  instead  of  only  for  the  group  formerly 
designated  "the  working  classes".  These  powers  combined  with  the 
post-war  circumstances  have  led  to  the  occupation  of  Council  Houses 
by  families  much  more  widely  spread  over  the  socio-economic  scale 
than  heretofore.  Social  and  economic  problems  and  anomolies  are 
inevitable  in  such  conditions,  but  I  hope  that  in  its  pre-occupation 
with  these  the  Council  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  building 
powerswero  originally  conferred  to  enable  local  authorities  to 
provide  houses  for  those  who  were,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  unable 
to  provide  satisfactory  homes  for  themselves  and,  more  particularly, 
for  their  children.  The  widened  powers  of  such  bodies  as  the 
National  Assistance  Board  and  other  legislation,  aimed  at  providing 
social  security,  have  not  altogether  removed  the  need  for  the 
attention  of  local  authorities  being  directed  to  this  matter. 

Overcrowding 

During  the  year  two  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding 
were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee.  The  standard  of statutory 
overcrowding,  as  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act  is  extremely  low, 
allowing  in  some  cases  for  ten  persons  to  occupy  a  three  bedroomed 
house.  A  standard  based. on  bedrooms  alone  is  much  more  realistic 
and  I  would  suggest  that  the  Council  consider  whether  it  would  not 
be  wise  to  adopt  such  a  standard  as  its  own  working  basis. 

Problem  Fami lies 


There  are,  in  your,  as  in  other  districts,  a  number  of 
households  which  are  best  classed  as  problem  families. 

Each  family  is  a  separate  problem  in  itself,  but 
there  are  a  number  of  circumstances  which  characterise  a  high 
proportion  of  them,  e.g.  intractable  ineducability,  instability 
or  infirmity  of  character  of  one  or  both  parents. These  together  expre 
themselves  in  persistent  neglect  of  children,  in  fecklessness, 
irresponsibility ,  improvidence  in  the  conduct  of  life  and 
indiscipline  in  the  home  wherein  dirt,  poverty  and  squalor  are 
often  conspicuous. 

I  do  not  know  how  many  such  families  there  are  in  your 
district,  but  I  estimate  it  conservatively  at  100  for  the  four 
districts  comprising  Area  5. 

A  serious  feature,  and  one  which  indicates  the  size  of 
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Problem  Families  (Continued) 

the  problem  is  the  fact  that  these  families  tend  to  have  more 
children  than  others  -  the  average  number  of  children  in  a  group 
in  Bristol  was  4.34  per  family  -  and  these  children,  which 
probably  number  about  500  in  Area  No.5?  and  3/4,000  in  the  County 
of  Norfolk,  are  brought  up  irrespective  of  their  intelligence  in 
squalid  conditions  which  they  tend  to  perpetuate  when  they  grow 
up,  marry  and  start  their  own  homes. 

These  families,  many  of  them  kno wn  to  you  individually 
are  brought to  the  official  notice  of  this  Council  mainly  through 
their  housing  circumstances  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  majority 
are  in  urgent  need  of  better  housing  conditions. 

I  am  of  the  opinion,  however,  that  much  more  comprehensive 
measures  than  re-housing  alone  are  required  if  there  is  to  be  any 
hope  of  rehabilitating  a  substsntial  proportion  of  these  families  - 
even  more  important,  if  there  is  to  be  any  hope  of  preventing  the 
relatively  large  number  of  children  following  in  their  parents' 
footsteps  o 

At  the  present  time  the  problem  in  Norfolk  is  dealt  with 
piecemeal,  each  department  giving  what  help  it  can,  and  most 
hestitating  to  give  any  at  all  because  of  the  belief  that  any  help 
given  is  wasted.  There  is  urgent  need  for  a  comprehensive  overall 
policy  in  regard  to  these  families  which  would  include  an  assessment 
of  their  number  and  type  and  ensure  co-ordination  between  all  the 
interested  parties. 

My  experience  suggests  that  a  major  factor  in  the  majority 
of  these  families  is  the  presence  of  a  mother  of  poor  intelligence 
who  has  sufficient  intelligence  not  to  require  statutory  supervision 
but  not  sufficient  ability  to  maintain  a  home  -  a  job  which  requires 
ability  to  plan,  budget  and  sustain  an  organised  way  of  life, 

A  man  of  similar  intelligence  can  almost  always  earn  his 
own  living  because  the  jobs  he  is  able  to  retain  are  usually  those 
where  he  is  required  to  do  routine  work  under  supervision  and  which 
make  no  demands  on  his  initiative. 

The  children  from  these  families  can  be  picked  out  without 
much  difficulty  at  school,  and  I  doubt  if  the  content  of  education 
provided  for  them  at  present  is  that  which  will  be  most  likely  to 
prevent  their  perpetuating  the  circumstances  when  they  themselves 
become  adult. 

The  factual  information  available  is,  however,  very 
limited  and  the  whole  matter  requires  much  more  attention  then  has 
been  given  to  it  heretofore. 

National  Assistance  Act.  1948  and  Amended  Act,  1951c 

Your  Medical  Officer  has  now  been  appointed  Authorised 
Officer  for  the  purpose  of  the  above  Acts. 

No  action  was  taken  in  connection  with  these  powers  during 

the  year. 

Water  Supply 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
that  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  main  supply  has  remained 
satisfactory  thoughout  the  year  and  that  a  considerable  number  of 
properties  were  connected  to  the  main. 

The  bulk  of  the  population  in  your  district,  however, 
is  still  supplied  from  shallow  wells  and  it  is  likely  that  a  large 
number  of  these  will  remain  in  spite  of  every  effort  of  the  Council 
to  bring  a  main  supply  to  every  home, 
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Water  Supply  (Continued) 

This  type  of  supply  is  inherently  unsatisfactory  because 
of  its  liability  to  contamination  and  the  majority  of  the  samples 
taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  show  that  contamination  does 
take  place. 


Cartage  of  water,  originally  necessitated  by  insufficient 
supplies,  is  now  being  carried  on  because  samples  have  been  reported 
as  bacteriologically  unfit.  This  is  both  expensive  and  unsatisfactory. 

With  a  view  to  obviating  this,  experimental  chlorination 
of  a  few. surface  wells  has  been  carried  out.  The  results  to  date 
are  promising  and  further  work  is  continuing. 


I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
|  members  for  their  co-operation,  to  the  Clerk,  Mr, C.R. Cadge ,  and 
to  Mr,  K,S,Starling  for  their  assistance  throughout  the  year,  I 
am  also  indebted  to  the  staff  of  my  office  for  considerable  help 
in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 


A, H„  Brown 

Mo  Do,  Do  P, Ho 


7th,  November,  1952 
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Talole  1  .  GENIAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

60.273 

j  Estimated  Resident 

Population 

12,660  1 

I  Rateable  value 

£34,307 

Sum  represented  by 

a  Penny  rate 

£144  1 

Table  2.  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total  | 

Legitimate 

92 

91 

183 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Total 

97 

95 

_ _ 

192 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 
of  estimated  Resident  Population 
Loddon  Rural  District  .............c  15.2 


Area  No.  5 


•  ocoooccoocoo*ot,cooooooc  eo 


15.4 


Table  3.  STILL  BIRTHS 


:  . . . *  . . . . . “ . “ . 

Males 

Females 

Total  ! 

|  Legitimate 

3 

4 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

- 

Total 

3 

4 

i  ; 

7 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1 ,000 
total  births , Loddon  Rural  District  . 


Area  No* 


5 


occcooceooc-coeoc  ccccreccoc 


35.1 

26.8 


Table  4.  DEATHS  (ai;  ages) 


Males 

1  Females 

!  Total 

79 

t 

: 

87  ; 

l  166  ; 

Crude  death  rate  per  1 ,000 
of  estimate d  Resident 
Population, Loddon  Rural  District 


Area  No. 


5 


o 


•  69 

o  o  o 


13.0 

14.0 


Table  5.  INFANT  MORTALITY  (deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year) 


1 

1 

i 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1  Legitimate 

4 

1 

5  1 

j  Illegitimate 

Total 

4 

1 

5 

Infant  Mortality  per  1 ,000 

live  births , Loddon  Rural  District  ... 


Area  No.  5 


ccoeeeooeooooocoocoocoooec 


26.0 

27.5 


Table  6.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


i 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1  2 3. Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

{ 

1 

3*2.  Other  defined  and 
ill-defined 
diseases 

. 4 . 

! 

!  4  j 

! 

Total 

: 

4 

1 

5 

... 


.  ,  -  . 

•  »  •  . 

. 
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Table  7«  CAUQr  OF  TOTAJ.  PDATHS  (Registrar  General) 


|  Maleo 

Females 

j  J-  O  i.O.i. 

1 o  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1  2,  Tuberculosis ,  other 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

|  4 o  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

j  3.  Whooping  Cough 

j 

j  6o  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

7o  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

!  8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

j  9o  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

j 

diseases 

— 

— 

I  10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

1 

5 

11 o  Malignant  neoplasm, lung, bronchus 

2 

— 

2 

|  120  Malignant  neoplasm,breast 

2 

2 

13.  Malignant  neonlasm,  uterus 

2 

2 

I  14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

6 

8 

14 

15o  Leukoemia,  Aleukemia 

— 

1 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17»  Vascular  lesions  cf  nervous 

i 

system 

3 

9  I 

12 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

12 

1 

13 

19o  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

3 

5 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

22 

35 

57  1 

!  21 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

22.  Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

23 o  Pneumonia 

2 

3 

5 

j  24.  Bronchitis 

5 

5 

10 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respirtory 

i 

system 

- 

- 

— 

j  26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

j  27 «  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

S 

i 

diarrhoea 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and.  nephrosis 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth, abortion 

- 

— 

— 

31 0  Congenitial  malformations 

— 

— 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

8 

8 

16 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

34®  All  other*  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

33.  Suicide 

— 

2 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

77 

88 

165 

Table  8.  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURING-  THE  YEAR.1952 

(According  to  age  groups"! 


1 

Males 

Females 

Total 

j 

Under  1  year 

4 

• 

1 

5 

1  and  under  5 

1 

— 

1 

5  and  under  10 

i 

1 

2 

10  and  under  20 

— 

2 

2 

20  and  under  30 

2 

1 

3 

30  and  under  40 

- 

2 

2 

40  and  under  50 

3 

3 

6 

50  and  under  60 

8 

5 

13 

60  and  under  70 

15 

11 

26 

70  and  under  80 

26 

20 

46 

80  and  under  90 

15 

30 

45 

90  and  under  100 

4 

11 

15 

|  TOTAL 

87 

166 

Table  9.  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  RATES 


I 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Live  Births  (per  1 „000 

population) 

(175) 

(192)  | 

Loddon  Rural  District 

18.25 

15. 08 

15.45 

13.6 

15.2 

Area  No,  5 

18.6 

15.7 

14.5 

14.9 

15.4  | 

England  and  Wales 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5.  | 

i 

Still  Births  (ner  1 .000 

total  births) 

(4) 

(7) 

Loddon  Rural  District 

17.93 

45.8 

44.33 

22.3 

35.1  ! 

Area  No.  5 

27.8 

30.4 

27.0 

23.0 

26.8 

i 

Crude  Deaths  (ner  1000 

population) 

. 

033) 

j 

( 1 66) | 

Loddon  Rural  District 

11.92 

10.32 

10.58 

10.39 

13.0 

Area  No ,5 

12.7 

12.9 

13*3 

12.1 

14.0 

England  and  Wales 

12.0 

10.8 

11.7 

11.6 

12,5 

Infant  Mortality  (per  100C 

(1) 

(5) 

i 

live  births) 

Loddon  Rural  District 

54.74 

10.6 

20.62 

5.7 

26.0 

j 

Area  No, 5 

32.4 

31  .8 

21  .0 

14.5 

27.5 

j 

England  and  Wales 

41 .0 

34.0 

32.0 

29c  8 

29.6 

1 


* 


.  ' 


■ 


■ 

TABLE  10. 


BIRTH  RATES.  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY.  MATERIAL 
MORTALITY  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES" IN 
THE  YEAR  1951  PROVISIONAL  FIGURES  BASED  ON  QUARTERLY' RETURNS . 


i 

i 


England* 
and  j 


1/Vales 


Births « 


Live  Births 

15.5 

Still  Births 

0.36  i 

Deaths  1 

1 

j 

All  Causes 

12.5  j 

Typhoid  and  paratyjohoid 

0.00 

Who oping  cough 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.31 

Influenza 

0.38 

Smallpox 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  polioencephalitis) - 

Pneumonia 

0.61 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.02 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.03 

Scarlet  fever 

1.11 

Whooping  cough 

3.87 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

Erysipelas 

o.ib- 

Smallpox 

0.00 

Measles 

14-.  07 

Pneumonia 

0.99 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

(including  polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic 

0.03 

Non  paralytic 

0.02 

Food  Poisoning 

0.13 

126  County 

lb- 8  Smaller 

Area  5 

Boroughs 

Towns  '(Res- 

and  Great 

ident  Pop- 

Towns  inc- 

ulation 

luding 

25,  000-50,  000 

London. 

at  1931  Census 

Rates  per  1 

. 000  Home  Population 

17.3 

16.7 

15.48 

0.45 

0.38 

O.b-2 

13.4 

12.5 

lb-.  08 

0.00 

0,00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.37 

0,31 

0.25 

0.36 

0.38 

o.b-o 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

0.65 

0.63 

0.51 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.02 

0.00 

0.0b- 

0.03 

0.00 

1.20 

1.20 

0.60 

3.62 

b-.oo 

6.55 

0.02 

0.03 

0.0 

0.15 

0.12 

0.32 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

13.93 

lb- .  82 

0.90 

1.0b- 

0.96 

1.30  : 

0.03 

0.03 

0.05 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.15 

0.08 

0.12 

i 


Rates  per  1. OOP  Live  Births 


Deaths 

i 

1 

All  causes  under  1  year 

1 

2.9.6(a) 

27.6 

of  age 

33.9 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

l.b-  1 

i 

i 

l.o 

1 

under  2  years  of  age. 

1.6 

Notifications  (Corrected) j 

j  j 

Puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia  10.66 


Rates  per  lf  000  Total 

(‘Live  and  Still)  Births 

13.77  j  'SToS*  ;  6.30 

births.  |  j 


Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. . 

Int e rm e d  1  a  t  e  List’ " No  1 
and  Cause. 


A115  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  chile 
birth  and  the  puerperium 
(Abortion  with  toxaemia 
All6( Other  toxaemias  of 

(pregnancy  and  childbirth 
A117  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 
and  child: -birth 
All8  Abortion  without  mention 
sepsis  or  toxaemia 
A119  Abortion  with  sepsis 
A. 120  Other  complication  of 
pregnancy, childbirth  & 
the  ~  puer per ium . 


Faber 

Deaths 

’  Rates  per  1,  000 
Total  Births . 

Rates  per  mill i 
women  aged  l5-b^ 

¥ 

!  70 

0.10 

3 

0.00 

0 

1 167 

0.2b- 

1  91 

0.13 

of 

1  37 

0.05 

b- 

I  66 

0.09 

7 

. 

125 

0.18  . 

' 


Table  1 1 „ 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES ( EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 
ACCORDING  TO'  AGE  GROUPS .  ‘ 


i 

: 

Under 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

Ove  r 

Total 

i 

1  yr. 

yrs. 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

25 

! 

1  Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

!  Measles 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

2 

9 

j  Whooping  Cough 

1 

4 

7 

8 

2 

1 

23 

I  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1  Infective  Jaundice 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

]  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

j  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

- 

><M 

1 

2 

3 

1  Food  Poisoning 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

“ * 

2 

1  Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

2 

|  TOTAL 

2 

4 

9 

10 

7 

4 

9 

45 

Table  12.  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1951  (OTHER  THAN 

tuberculosis! 


. . . 

. . *** . ** . 

. - . ***** . 

| 

Q  u  a  r 

t  e  r  s 

Total  1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  st 

2nd 

3rd 

4  th. 

!  I 

:  | 

t 

— 

— 

. 2 . 

i . 2 . “'I 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

2 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

2 

- 

- 

2B 

Measles 

5 

4 

9 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

2 

- 

2  1 

Erysipelas 

- 

•• 

1 

1 

2 

i  t 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

« 

 I  

11  

L  2  

45  J 

Table  13.  TUBERCULOSIS  (Details  of  new  cases  during  1951) 


Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non-pujmonary  I 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0-4 

1 

2 

— 

: 

! 

*"  i 

5-14 

- 

am 

15-24 

- 

2 

1 

— 

25  -  34 

1 

- 

— 

35  -  44 

1 

- 

- 

— 

45  -  54 

1 

- 

55  -  64 

- 

65  - 

1 

j 

TOTAL 

4 

6 

1 

- 

Table  14.  TUBERCULOSIS  (Number  of  Cases  on  T.B.Register  in  1951) 


1 

;  j 

Males 

Females 

Total 

r  i 

:  : 

Pulmonary 

{ 

22 

18 

!  40 

Non-Pulmonary 

5 

2 

7 

i 

TOTAL  : 

27 

20 

: 

47 

..  . 


•  ..  . 


■ 

' 

. 


Table  15  DETAILS  OF  NEW  CASES  0?  TUBERCULOSIS  FOP  LAST  FIVE  YEARS 


; 

| 

4 

;  1947 

1948 

1 949 

1950 

1951  ! 

Pulmonary 

i 

Biale  )| 

p- 

5 

6 

1 

4 

•female 

0 

1 

3 

!  t 

r  ! 

6 

I  Non- 

Male 

j 

!  1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

I  Pulmonary 

Female  i 

- 

1 

j 

- 

— 

t 

i 

Total  jj 

1  6 

! 

7 

9 

4 

11  i 

1 

Area  No. 

5  Total: 

1 

1  31 

25 

34 

31 

36 

Table  16.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME 


The  following  table  shows  the  Immunisation  state  of  the 
children  in  Area  No. 5  comprising  Diss  and  Wymondham  Urban 
Districts  and  Depwade  and  Loddon  Rural  Districts  for  the 
year  ending  31st.  December,  1951 


j 

Under 

school  age 

| 

School  Age 

Total  1 

Numb ers  Imrnun i s  e  d 

1 

1,493 

4,891 

6,384 

Estimated 

population 

3,227 

5,887 

j 

9,114 

j  Percentage  Immunised 

46 

83  . 

70 

Table  1 7  VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

The  state  of  vaccination  of  children  bom  in  1949,  1950 
and  1951  resident  in  the  Districts  and  in  Area  No. 5, 
comprising  Diss  and  Wymondham  Urban  Districts  and  Depwade 
and  Loddon  Rural  Districts  is  shown  in  the  following 
table 


Number  of  live 
births  registered 

Number  of 

vaccinations 

recorded 


Percentage 


Loddon  R. 

D, 

Area  No. 

5 . 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1 194 

; 

175 

192 

616 

590 

] 

617 

| 

|  71 

; 

77 

85 

349 

339 

| 

320 

1  36.9 

44  cO 

44.2 

56.6 

57.4 

51 ,8 

Table  18  DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER 


Table 


1  8a 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951  | 

Number  of  deaths 

15 

19 

27 

18 

25  ! 

Percentage  of  total 

i 

.  i 

deaths 

10.5 

14.8 

23.8 

13.3 

15.0  1 

DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  -  AREA  NO. 5 


! 

. 1947" 

. 

'1949 . I . 1950"]  I95I . | 

Number  of  Deaths 

59 

83 

82  j  84  ]  86  | 

,  Percentage  of  total 

deaths 

11.7 

16.9 

16.8  |  17.3  |  15.3  ! 

■ 

- 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  -  1951. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Loddon  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  ray  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

K.S.  STARLING,  C.R.3.I.,  M.I.H.,  M.S.I.A. 
Sanitary  Inspector  &  Building  Surveyor. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  now  two  in  the  District,  one  having  ceased 
during  the  year.  Considerable  reconstruction,  and  modernising 
has  been  carried  out  at  one  bakehouse,  and  the  other  is 
being  enlarged. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

place 

No  killing  has  taken/in  the  slaughter-houses  since  the 
Government  established  central  killing,  other  than  the  killing 
of  pigs  under  the  Self  Suppliers  Scheme,  under  licence  from 
the  Food  Office.  Four  slaughter-houses  are  licenced  for 
this  purpose. 

At  present  no  notification  of  the  time  and  place  of 
slaughter  is  given  by  the  Food  Office.  Correspondence  took 
place  with  the  Local  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  at  the 
end  of  1950  and  the  beginning  of  1951  asking  if  such 
notifications  could  be  given.  This  was  refused.  No  further 
action  was  taken  in  view  of  the  questions  and  replies  given 
in  the  House  on  the  9th  April,  1951.  As  a  consequence  only 
three  carcases  of  pork  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT.  1933. 

Licenced  slaughtermen  number  18. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

Fumigation  was  carried  out  in  12  cases  (25  rooms)  3  cases 
in  respect  of  verrainious  premises. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mains  water  is  supplied  from  Norwich  C.B.  and  Bungay  U.D.C, 
and  from  two  bores  at  Topcroft  and  one  at  Ellingham. 

Proposals  for  the  laying  of  a  9"  main  direct  from  Norwich 
to  a  250,000  gallon  Tower  at  Loddon  Ingloss,  and  a  35,000 
gallon  Towr  at  Yelvertionr  and  further  extensions  of  mains  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning 
and  sanctions  are  awaited. 

Proposals  for  development  of  Headworks  at  Bungay  U.D.C. 
and  for  provision  of  Pumping  main  to  Tower  at  Ditchinghara,  and 
extension  of  mains  have  been  submitted  and  sanctions  are 
awaited.  Cont. ..... /2 


sheet 


2, 


WATER  SUPPLY  Qont  »ri . 

+  r.  from  Ohtn?ch  Road,  Woodton,  has  been  extended 

to  Tope ro ft  Tower,  being  completed  at  the  end  of  December 
but  supply  valves  have  not  yet  boon  fitted.  This  will 
enable  supplies  to  Depwade  R.D.C.  without  the  use  of  the  Bore 

h97e  also  bet:n  Carried  out  at  Broome  and 
Ditchinghara  from  the  Bungay  supply. 

n  During  yeaI’  2,244245  gallons  were  supplied  to 
Depwade  R.D.C. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  steel  for  reinforcing  the 
Towers,  no  wo rk  has  been  started. 


The  total  mileage  of  mains  in  the  District  has  been 
increased  to  14  miles. 

Connections  made  to  mains  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: - 


J/feter  Council  Houses 

Parish,  supplies.  House.  Stdos. 

3R00KE.  4  - 

JHEDGRAVE.  -  - 

jODDON.  4  4* 

iKJNDHAM.  1  - 

SEETHING.  3  - 

CIR  STEAD.  5  - 

ITOODTON.  3  - 

BED  INGHAM.  2  - 

EOPCROFT.  -  - 

DITCHINGHAM  2  10 

3R00ME.  -  - 

CIRBY  CANE.  -  - 

3LLINGHAM.  -  - 

EHWAITE. 


Private 

Total 

Total  to 

House  Stdos. 

£pr_yr. 

11.12. hi 

35 

39 

152 

1 

1 

38 

22 

26 

205 

3  [for  6  j 
->  vhses.  > 

4 

21 

3 

6 

39 

15 

20 

27 

3 

6 

38 

-  - 

2 

25 

- 

40 

19 

31 

112 

M  — . 

Nil 

Nil. 

7-7  7 

9-9  9 

6 


The  Plumbing  Department  has  carried  out  maintenance 
work  on  the  mains  and  headworks,  Council  House  supplies;  and 
connections  to  the  mains  at  the  cost  of  the  owners  or 
consumers.  Work  on  service  supplies  is  also  being  carried 
out.  Staff  now  consists  of  Water  Inspector  who  is  also 
Foreman  Plumber,  Plumber,  Apprentice,  and  three  Labourers. 

The  cartage  of  Emergency  Water  has  continued  but  has 
been  reduced.  16376!  gallons  were  delivered  during  the  year. 
The  majority  of  the  wells  made  up  during  the  year  but  as  the 
water  was  unsatisfactory  on  analysis  the  Sanitary  Committee 
recommended  that  supply  should  continue  in  the  interests  of 
Public  Health. 


Cont 1 d 
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sewage. 

The  Sewerage  Schemes  for  Brooke,  Loddon  &  Chedgrave  are 
working  satisfactorily.  One  attendant  is~  employed  full  time 
on  these  and  plants  on  Council  House  sites.  The  latter 
arc  increasing  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  an 
Assistant  during  1952. 

The  number  of  premises  connected  to  the  sc wore  is  as 


folio ws:- 

Parish. 

Private  Houses. 

Council 

Houses.  Total. 

LODDON. 

112 

73 

185 

CHEDGRAVE. 

11 

18 

32 

BROOKE. 

53 

24 

77 

Connections  have  been  at  a 

low  rate,  and 

the  Council  is 

considering  the  service  of  notices  under  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  193^  enforcing  conversion,  and  connection. 

A  survey  of  Brooke  has  been  completed  and  is  being  carried 
out  in  Loddon  &  Chedgrave. 

Proposals  for  a  Scheme  for  Ditchinghara  and  part  of 
Broome  have  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Local  Government  and  Planning, 

SCAVENGING. 

The  Direct  Labour  Scheme  continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 
The  one  vehicle  is  at  present  being  used  to  capacity  and 
further  development  of  the  Scheme  cannot  take  place  without 
the  provision  of  an  extra  vehicle  and  the  employment  of 
further  staff. 

The  area  has  been  extended  during  the  year  to  include 
Hedenhara,  Raveningham  hutments  and  Topcroft  Part  hutments. 

During  the  year  many  complaints  were  received  as  to  the 
indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse  in  parishes  which  are  not 
scavenged. 

This  can  only  be  remedied  by  the  extension  of  t  ie 
Scheme  and.  fronu  Public  Health  view  a  scheme  for  the  whole 
District  is  essential. 


Dry  refuse  is 

collected  from 

the  following 

pari she  s : - 

Loddon. 

Weekly. 

Chedgrave. 

do . 

Ditchinghara, 

Fortnightly. 

Hedenham. 

Fortnight 

Brooke. 

do 

Raveningham 

Mundham, 

do 

Hutments. 

do. 

Geldeston. 

do 

Topcroft 

Hutments. 

do. 

Nightsoil  is 

collected  weekly 

from;  - 

Loddon,  Chedgrave  and  Ditching, ham. 


Cent 


/4. 
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CONDEMNATION  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD. 


The  following-  wore  condemned,  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption; - 


Corned  Beef. 

19 

tins. 

82  lbs.  8  ozs 

Ham. 

1 

tin. 

21  »  11  " 

Meat  Rissoles. 

3 

tins. 

Tomato  Soup. 

33 

11 

Vegetable  Soup. 

8 

11 

Spinach. 

36 

11 

Spagetti. 

10 

11 

Mushroom  Soup, 

3 

11 

Celery,  11 

15 

11 

Beetroot. 

45 

11 

Cod  Roes. 

3 

11 

Meat  Soup. 

5 

11 

Pea  Soup. 

12 

11 

Cheese  Spread  14 

boxes 

1  of  6 

portions  each. 

Milk. 

34  tins. 

Apricot  pulp 
Apricot  Jam. 

2 

tins. 

14  lbs. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PEST 3  ACT,  NO 49. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  work  was  carried  out  by 
the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  at  the  request  of  the 
Council. 


In  March  the  Council  appointed  a  Rodent  Operator  who 
has  been  making  a  full  survey  of  the  district  and  carrying 
out  treatment  in  Parishes,  visiting  each  property,  except 
Agricultural,  which  has  been  done  by  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  under  contract  and  this  Councils 
operator  has  generally  confined  hi3  activities  to  domestic 
and  trade  premises. 


SUMMARY  OF  UORK  DONE  AND  REGISTRATIONS. 

/ 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  (  Sped  al  Designations)  Regulations.  1949 . 

Dealers  Licensed.  2. 

Distributors  registered.  6. 

Dairies  11  3* 

Control  of  Civil  Building. 

The  following'  licences  were  issued  in  connection 


with:- 

New  Premises  (Private  Enterprise)  10. 
Conversions.  1 

Reparis.  (Housing)  47 

Building  Byelaws . 

Plans  submitted,  67 

11  approved.  67 


Dwellings  in  course  of  erection  ) 
at  31,12.51.  (Private  Enterprise)) 


Drainage  Inspections.  128 

New  drains  tested.  330 

Inspections  under  Byelaws.  107 


Cont . /5. 


\ 


short 


5. 


Town  &  Country  Planning . 


Plans  Submitted.  57 

11  Approved,  5L 

"  Refused.  2 

"  submitted  which  were  permitted 

development.  4 

Visits.  4 


Slau.ghter  Houses. 

Licensed.  4 

Inspections.  4 

Knackers  Yards. 

Licensed.  2 

Inspections,  2o 

Water  Samples. 

95  samples  wre  taken  for  Bacteriological  and  Chemical 
analysis  of  vThich  49  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Three  shallovr  wells  an.  being  treated  with  Chloride  of 
Lime  and  the  results  have  so  far  proved  satisfactory. 

Treatment  stinted  weekly ,  and  is  now  being  done  each  fortnight. 
A  sample  is  taken  each  time  before  further  chloride  is 
added,  and  on  the  result  of  this  analysis  the  amount  of 
treatment  is  determined. 

If  this  method  proves  satisfactory  over  a  period,  it 
would  be  applied  to  any  well  water  found  unsatisfactory. 

I  propose  to  give  full  details  of  the  results  in  the  report 

for  1952. 


Inspections  and  visits. 

Housing  Act  -  Improvement  Grants. 

Dairies. 

Bakehouses, 

Se  we rage  Wo rk s ,  pu mp s ,  etc., 

Special  Visits. 

Complaints, 

Visits  re  -  Scavenging. 

"  -  Road  Reinstatement. 

"  -  water  Supplies. 

"  -  ii  Mains  &  Headworks. 

Sub-Co  rami 1 1  c  o  s . 
re  —  Infectious  Diseases. 

11  -  Disinfestation. 

Public  Buildings  -  Sanitary  Accon, 
ii  convenience. 

Flooded  Houses, 
re  -  Civil  Building  Licences. 
ii  -  Closet  co 'aversions 
-  Milk  Supplies 


Inspections. 

ii 


I 

visits  re 

ii  it 

n  n 


f  -  Fish  Frying  Premises.  (3) 
re  -  Moveable  Dwellings. 

Food  poisoning. 

National  Assistance  Act. 
Ice  Cream. 
ii  "  samples. 


Inspections  rrt  Charges. 

ii  of  Foul  .  Ditches. 

..  ii  11  Accumulation, 

»  under  Petroleum  Acts, 

ii  'I  preveVention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. 
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27 
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4 

11 

1 

.19 

12 


/6. 


Cent 


a  hoot 


6 


Inspections  of  Food,  207 

11  under  Factory  &  Workshops  Acta,  6 

"  of  Refuse  Du  rips.  21 

Meetings  with  Owners  an’  Builders.  6l 

Special  visits  under  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  in 

connection  vlth  Anthrax  33 


D  we  lling  Hou  s e  s . 


Inspected. 

Visits  re  Dirty  Houses. 
Undertakings  given  not  to  let. 
Demolition  Orders  made. 

Houses  reconditioned 
"  demolished. 


8 

8 


l 


D e foots  found . 


Abate 


Walls.  15 

Closets.  2 

Roofs.  6 

Dorrs.  2 

Windows  -  insufficient.  7 

Gutters.  2 

Floors*  13 

Ceilings.  8 

Drains  defective.  3 

”  choked,  8 

Pump.  1 

Cesspools  Full,  8 

Unsatisfactory  Water  Supplies.  5 

Notices  under  Sec.138  P.H.A.  5 
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